
Course Title: Modern World History 
Schools to offer course: all schools required for graduation 
Grade Level: 12 (one semester) 
District Textbook Adoption: World History – The Human Journey 2005 
                                               Publisher: Holt, Rinehart and Winston 
 
Course Description: This course is designed to trace the political, economic, social and 
religious history of the world from the time of the Renaissance and enlightenment to the 
present.  The course will be presented in a manner that shows cause and effect of 
historical events based upon the actions of individuals and nations.   A relationship 
between historical events and current events will be drawn when possible. Students shall 
use maps, globes, and other geographic tools and technologies to locate and derive 
information about people, places, and environments. Additionally, students shall apply 
geographic knowledge of people, places, and environments to interpret the past, 
understand the present, and plan for the future. 
 
 General Course Objectives 
 

I. The Renaissance and Reformation 
A. Describe the ideas and attitudes Renaissance leaders stressed 
B. List the well- known artists and writers of the Renaissance 
C. Explain why demands for Church reform increased 
D. Compare the ideas of John Calvin with those of Martin Luther 
E. Explain why England broke away from the Roman Catholic Church 
F. Analyze the methods used by the Roman Catholic Church in meeting the 
challenge of the Protestant Reformation 
G. Utilization of maps, globes, and other geographic tools and technologies 
will be employed to locate and derive information 
. 

II. The Age of Revolution 
A. Explain how the scientific discoveries of this period changed how people 

perceived the world around them and especially the relationship between 
citizens and their governments 

B. Understand how the government of England differed with the other 
governments of Europe. 

C. Describe the causes of the American Revolution and how it influenced the 
future of Europe. 
D. Compare and contrast the American Revolution with the French 
Revolution and determine the difference in outcomes 

                   E. Relate the lasting effect that Napoleon had on France and the rest of  
                        of Europe as well as North America 
                    F. Describe the successes and failures of the various revolutions of 1848 and    
                         the lasting impact of each 
 

III. Dawn of the Industrial Age 
A. Describe the impact of the Industrial revolution on the production of 

goods and services on the societies of Europe and North America 



B. Relate the ideas of political reform to the industrialism of the 1800’s 
C. Explain how the unification of Italy and Germany effected the balance of 

power in Europe 
D. Understand how nationalism grew during the 1800’s and how it will effect 

future events 
E. Analyze and understand how physical processes during this time shaped 

the earth’s surface patterns and influenced ecosystems  
 

IV. The Age of Imperialism 
A. Relate the gradual colonization of Africa by Europeans and the effect this 

had on Africa and Europe 
B. Describe the expansion of the Western World’s power in India and the Far 

East 
C. Explain the series of events that allowed the Latin American colonies to 

gain their independence from Spain and Portugal 
D. Understand the physical and human features and cultural characteristics of 

places and use this information to define and study these regions and why 
there were patterns of change 

 
V. World War I and the Post War Period 

A. Understand the chain of events hat lead to World War I 
B. Explain how this war was different from all previous wars and how it 

would forever change warfare  
C. Describe how the Treaty of Versailles sowed the seed for World War II 
D. Relate the political and economic crises in Europe during the 1920’s  
E. Compare and contrast the impact of the world depression during the 

1930’s on America and Europe and how both managed to cope with this 
situation 

F. Explain the rise of totalitarian states in Europe and Asia during this period 
of time 

 
VI             World War II and Recovery 

A. Relate the series of events that led to the wars in Europe and Asia 
B. Describe the key events in Europe, Asia and northern Africa that turned 

the tide of battle in favor of the allies 
C. Understand how the outcome of the wars in Europe and Asia set the 

stage for the post world war 
                       D. Compare and contrast how the allies handled Germany, Italy and Japan    
                                  after this war, as compared to how they handled the defeated nations  
                             following World War I 

E. Explain the difference in America’s attitude concerning world  
leadership after this war as compared to World War I 

F. Describe the evolution of the cold war 
G. Apply geographic knowledge of people, places, and environments to   

                            events of this time, in order to appreciate the present and plan for 
the future 
 



VII            The World Today 
A. Describe the retreat of European colonialism in Africa and the problems it 

                        created  
B. Explain the increasing power of the middle east, the effects of terrorism,  

and OPEC, and how that region is effecting the world today 
C. Relate Europe’s retreat from Asia and America’s role 
D. Compare and contrast the roles of China and Japan in the economic 

development of Asia 
E. Understand the difficulty in bringing political and economic stability to 

Latin America 
F. Describe the ever changing relationship between Europeans themselves 

and their relationship with America and Japan 
G. Relate the current evolution of Communist societies in Europe and the 

continuing conflicts between religious and ethnic groups throughout the 
world 

H. Understand the continuing changes in the world order with the fall of the 
Soviet Union and the end of the “Cold War” 

I. Understand how economic, political, and cultural processes interact to 
      influence the interdependence and conflict among nations 
J. Analyze the changes in resource use, distribution and the role resources play 
between human and physical systems around the world 
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