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Course Description: This course is designed to build geography skills for the seventh 
grader through the use of physical, political and cultural geography. The intent of the 
course is to assist the student in understanding the modern cultures of the world, to 
strengthen the concepts taught in world history by reinforcing the lessons learned and to 
teach the basic geography skills. Because this is a cultural geography class, old and new 
cultures, as well as the geography, should be the prime focus. 

General Course Objectives: 

I. Map Skills 

A.  Explain the reasons for map-making and how projections are made as well 
as longitude and latitude. 

B.  Use the scale and key to interpret a map. 

C.  Build maps from memory. 

D.  Use and understand the difference between general and special purpose 
maps. 

E.  Demonstrate understanding of how geography affects economic, social 
and political relations between nations. 

F.  Explain how geography interacts to form environments and how the 
environment is affected by geography. 

G.  Describe the climates of the Earth through the factors that affect them. 

II. Regions of the World 

A.  The students will study the following regions of the world: 

1.  The United States and Canada 



2.  Latin America 

3.  Europe 

4.  Russia and Eurasian Republics 

5.  North Africa and Southwest Asia (Middle East). 

6.  Sub-Saharan Africa 

7.  Asia 

8.  Indian Subcontinent 

9.  Southeast Asia 

10.  Australia, Oceania and Antarctica 

B.  The students will show knowledge of the physical, cultural, economic and 
political geography of each of the regions of the world by studying the 
following: 

1.  Land forms 

2.  Modern political boundaries 

3.  Natural geographic regions 

4.  Building blocks of earth: plat tectonics, volcanism, glaciation and 
erosion 

5.  Human impact on geography 

6.  Climate 

7.  Continents and bodies of water 

8.  Ecosystems 

9.  Distribution of population 

10.  Geographic patterns of settlement 

11.  Natural resources 

12.  Influence of geography on human systems, and the influence of 
humans on geography 

13.  Geographic problem solving 
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