
Journalism Grades 10-12 
 
The Journalism Curriculum for Elko County School District follows the four strands of the Nevada State 
Language Arts Curriculum Standards. 
 
Reading/Vocabulary 
 
Students will achieve a journalism specific vocabulary, which is vital to the development of journalistic 
reading skills.  Students will develop and increase awareness by reading a full spectrum of print journalism.  
They will learn that reading is a process involving an interaction among the reader, the text, and the context 
in which something is read.  It is an active process of building understanding rather than a passive process 
of simply recognizing words and ideas.   
 

A. Word Analysis and Strategies 
• Apply knowledge of journalistic terms. 
• Analyze terms such as: inverted pyramid, lead, timeliness, proximity, conflict, 

prominence, and relevance, etc. 
B. Reading Process Skills and Strategies to Aid Comprehension 

• Locate essential information in print journalism.  
• Verify predictions, draw conclusions, and make inferences.  
• Adjust reading rate to match purpose, task, and text difficulty. 

C. Read to Comprehend, Interpret, and Evaluate Print Journalism and Informative texts 
• Evaluate news elements.   
• Explain an reporter’s viewpoint and message.  
• Distinguish various types of journalistic articles.   
• Analyze various types of professional journalistic writing. 

 
* Refer to NV Content Standards 1.0-4.0 
 
 
Writing 
 
Students will learn that journalistic writing is a process that includes a variety of forms, audiences, and 
purposes.  This includes research skills, as well as exploration of the order of the world through writing 
with emphasis on the four traits of writing (voice, conventions, organization, ideas/content).  Students will 
demonstrate proficiency by producing a variety of journalistic texts such as: feature articles, news articles, 
sports articles and editorials.   
 

A. Write a Variety of Texts that Inform, Persuade, Describe, Evaluate, or Tell a Story 
• Write informative articles (including persuasive editorials) covering relevant student 

events and issues. 
• Write headlines according to the Associated Press journalistic style. 

B. Write with a Clear Focus and Logical Development, Evaluate, Revise, and Edit for Organization, 
Style, Tone, and Word Choice 

• Generate ideas for writing. 
• Use organizing techniques (such as inverted pyramid and chronological order).  
• Write coherent articles. 
•  Revise and edit. 

C. Use Standard Journalism (AP) Grammar and Conventions 
• Apply the rules of usage and grammar.   
• Use internal and external punctuation correctly.  
• Apply rules of capitalization and demonstrate conventional spelling. 

 
* Refer to NV Content Standards 5.0-7.0 
 



 
Listening, Speaking and Viewing 
 
Students should use language to communicate effectively, to become better informed, and to think 
critically.  Students will extract, examine, and evaluate information from various modes of language 
(interviews, speeches, advertising, films, multimedia, current event happenings). 
 

A. Listen to and Evaluate Oral Communication for Content, Style, Speaker’s Purpose, and Audience 
Appropriateness 

• Identify and paraphrase a speaker’s main ideas and supporting evidence.   
• Evaluate content of oral communication. 

B. Interview Using Prescribed Journalism Techniques   
• Incorporate preparedness and organization into the interviewing process. 
• Use questioning techniques such as fact finding, justifying, leading, and coordinating.  

C. Participate in Discussions 
• Participate in conversations and group discussions. 
• Ask for and provide specific evidence. 
• Apply understanding of agreed-upon rules and individual roles. 
• Express supported opinions while considering divergent viewpoints. 

 
* Refer to NV Content Standards 8.0-10.0 
 
 
Research 
 
Students must be able to use a variety of informational sources in order to strengthen arguments, draw 
conclusions, prove theories, and present facts. 
 

A.  Use a Variety of Sources to Obtain Information, Weigh the Evidence, 
• Formulate questions and develop a clear statement of purpose. 
• Locate and select relevant information from multiple sources. 
• Document research sources, record information, organize, and present research findings. 

B.  Draw Valid Conclusions and Present Findings 
• Create articles based on research and findings from interviews. 
• Incorporate findings using a variety of direct quotes, indirect quotes, and paraphrases. 

 
* Refer to NV Content Standard 11.0 
 
Page Design and Photography 
 
Students must be able to create graphically and aesthetically correct page designs, incorporating text, 
graphics and photos.  
 

A. Use Design Principles to Create Balance, Fluency, and Readability 
• Incorporate elements such as dominate element, eyeline, subordinate elements, white space, 

drop caps, unity, and balance. 
• Use various layout strategies to create variety and cohesiveness within the publication. 
• Image control incorporating artwork, photography, clipart, editorial cartoons, icons, and 

infographs.   
B.  Use Proper Techniques to Take and Prepare Photographs for Placement Within Publications 

• Use digital and traditional print photos. 
• Incorporate cropping, framing and composition in taking and placing photographs. 
• Recognize the qualities of a good photo. 
• Understand and implement the ethics of photo content and placement. 

 
 


