
Course Title: United States History - American Colonialism through the Civil War  

Schools to Offer Course: All schools, required course 

Grade Level: 8 (one year) 

District Textbook Adoption: 

The American Journey 2005 
Publisher: Glencoe / McGraw-Hill 
ISBN Student Edition: 0-07-860980-1 
Teacher Edition: 0-07-860981-X    TE 

Course Description: This course is designed to trace the political, social, economic and 
religious history of the United States from the arrival of the first Americans by way of the 
land bridge, to the end of the Civil War and Reconstruction. The course will be presented 
to show cause and effect of the actions of individuals, nations and events on the creation 
of historical events. In addition, this course will help to build a background knowledge of 
concepts and historical events that students will later use in their U.S. History in the 10th 
grade. The relationship between historical events and current events will also be drawn 
out whenever possible. It is important for the student to not only know about the world 
around him but also the state in which he lives. A unit on Nevada History is also included 
in this course. 

General Course Objectives and Skills: 

I.  Significant American Cultures and Civilizations prior to European 
Settlement. 

A.  Mayans 

B.  Aztecs 

C.  Incas 

D.  North American Bands: Eastern Woodland, Plains, Southwestern 
Great Basin and Northwestern Coastal groups. 

II.  Roles of European, Native American and African cultures during 
settlement and colonization of the Americas. 

A.  Explore Native American tribal political policies, including 
governance and relations with incoming colonists. 



B.  Describe the rise of the trading culture or "mercantilism" in Europe 
and the drive to expand new trading empires and find new 
resources. 

C.  Compare the colonial policies of the European nations in their 
conquest of the "New World" and their impact on native cultures. 

D.  Understand how and why the various colonies in English North 
America developed politically, socially and economically. 

E.  Explore the slave trade that developed in the 15th and 16th century 
to supply colonies with labor. 

III.  The Road to Independence 

A.  Describe the conflicts that developed between France and England 
during this period culminating in the French and Indian War and 
the effect they had on North America. 

B.  Describe the growing dissatisfaction English colonists had with 
England. 

C.  Identify the series of events that lead to open conflict between 
England and her North American colony. 

D.  Identify the key individuals that contributed to the revolutionary 
spirit. 

E.  Understand how America was able to win its independence from 
England. 

IV.  Forming a New Nation 

A.  Compare and strengths and weaknesses of the Articles of 
Confederation. 

B.  Describe and understand the controversies and resources used in 
the creation of the United States Constitution. 

C.  Review and understand the basic concepts in the Constitution; 
particularly the Bill of Rights. 

D.  Show through the administrations of Washington, Adams and 
Jefferson, the emergence of the federal government. 



E.  Relate the debate over the Louisiana Purchase the addition of new 
states to the union and the governments control over new land. 

F.  Know the significance of the Second War for Independence (War 
of 1812) and the impact it had on America's self image. 

V.  Andrew Jackson and Manifest Destiny 

A.  Understand Andrew Jackson's impact on the Presidency and 
America's political system. 

B.  Understand Andrew Jackson's policy toward Indian populations. 

C.  Describe and explore the westward movement along the Oregon, 
California and Santa Fe Trails. 

D.  Relate the Texas war for independence and America's war with 
Mexico. 

E.  Know the impact of the California gold rush. 

VI.  Sectionalism, the Civil War and Reconstruction. 

A.  Understand the differences of culture, technology and philosophy 
between the industrial North and the agricultural South. 

B.  Examine the issues of abolition vs. slavery, states rights and 
popular sovereignty that contribute to growing sectionalism. 

C.  Describe the flow of events in the Civil War and what the war 
achieved. 

D.  Know the impact of Reconstruction and the early government 
attempts at social legislation. 

E.  Examine the rise of hate groups and the influence of the KKK in 
the South. 

VII.  Nevada History (a nine week component) 

A.  All students will: 

1.  Gain a historical background on the creation of Nevada 
from territory to statehood. 



2.  Develop an appreciation for the achievements and 
uniqueness of Nevada. 

3.  Understand how geography plays an important part in the 
development of industries in Nevada. 

B.  Areas of study 

1.  Nevada geography 

2.  Nevada history - - ancient to territory to statehood 

3.  Nevada counties and regions 

4.  Nevada cultures (cowboy, Native American, Basque, 
Hispanic, Chinese) 

5.  Mining in Nevada 

6.  The gambling industry 

7.  Agriculture and ranching 

8.  Tourism 

9.  Folklife in Nevada 

 
 
 


